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Tonight’s Award is very special as we present the inaugural Charles Holland Award, supported by both 

the Institute of Licensing as well as Charles’ London Chambers, Francis Taylor Building. 

The Award aims to recognise and celebrate rising stars of licensing who have demonstrated 

excellence and extraordinary promise. It is open to people under the age of 30 or else those with less 

than 10 years licensing experience. 

One year ago, Charles was standing where I am now, receiving his Fellowship Award for having 

distinguished himself through his career by making an outstanding contribution to licensing and the 

work of the Institute. Over the past 20 years, a Fellowship had only been awarded to 13 other 

individuals.  

When I presented Charles with his Fellowship, which was a moment where my personal pleasure 

coincided with my professional duty, I said this:  

“Charles is the licensing lawyer’s licensing lawyer. He’s the barrister that other barristers turn to when 

facing a particularly tricky or novel legal issue and this is for two reasons. Firstly, because he has the 

supreme ability to wield his near encyclopaedic knowledge of the law of licensing, blended with a 

deep familiarity of so many other legal fields, to find creative and novel solutions to seemingly 

intractable problems. Secondly, and just as importantly, because he unfailingly displays a generosity 

of spirit to pause his own work so he can help his less knowledgeable or gifted enquiring colleagues.  

Charles has distinguished himself among the very best and devoted countless hours to furthering the 

Institute through his work as a Deputy Editor of the Journal of Licensing and as a frequent contributor 

at Institute events. He was also a Consultant Editor of Paterson’s “the bible of licensing”. 

The independent Chambers Guide of barristers ranked him in Tier 1 – in both London and the North 

East and remarked – accurately - that:  “Charles has a formidable intellect - he is a phenomenally 

talented barrister.”  

You may recall that, in response, Charles gave a funny, self deprecating, moving and off-the-cuff 

acceptance speech. Since we were frequent opponents in Court, he began by explaining how 

perplexing it was not to have to respond to one of my submissions with a rebuttal. 

 



But what most of you could never have known from his performance that night, is that Charles was 

already in the late stages of terminal cancer, was in considerable pain, and knew he had only months 

to live. It is the mark of the man that he could be so splendid at a time of such mortal turmoil.  

On 9 February this year Charles passed away, with his loving family around him. I am told that in his 

final days, when asked by his medical consultant – who he called Dr Misery - if he would like to start 

palliative care, he made a counter-offer and said that he would much prefer a Solero ice-cream lolly. 

And that’s exactly what he got. To the end, Charles was Charles. 

I am genuinely delighted that his family are all able to be here with us tonight. His mother and father, 

Lady Jill and Sir Christopher Holland, his sister and brother-in-law Victoria (or Vitty) and Richard 

Robinson. 

He was a loyal and valued friend to so many of us here tonight. He will be missed on every level. It is 

fitting that an award focused on excellence in licensing and young promise - is to be made annually in 

Charles’ name.  

And to make this year’s award I would like to invite Vitty to join me on the stage please. 


